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Good Shepherd International School: 
A Tale of Truth, Trust and Triumph

A spectacular display by the Brass and Pipe Bands during the Founder’s Day Celebrations 

Good Shepherd Knowledge Village
M. Palada Post, Ootacamund - 643 004, The Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu, India

Visit us @ www.gsis.ac.in |  www.gsfs.ac.in

Monday, 15 October 2018:  Evening Programme in the Auditorium

On the 15th of October, 2018 Good Shepherd International School celebrated the forty-second Founder’s Day with an array of 
performances encompassing music, choreography and a light and dark presentation. Mr Harsh Mander, IAS (Retd), a writer and 
social activist was welcomed to the auditorium with a live fanfare presentation. 

The School Choir sang the School Song and the School Prayer Song. The Symphony Orchestra played a mélange of three tunes  that 
uplifted the mood of the audience members. The junior school choir and the pooja dance followed on the heels of the Symphony 
Orchestra. There were two musical fillers during the span of the programme wherein the girls took centre-stage to belt out melodic 
tunes to entertain the guests. The fusion dance presented by the students of the Fernhill Campus beautifully captured the dogged 
energy of the students while the tribal dance of the grade eleven boys sent home the message that by assimilating the dance and 
music of a tribe can one truly understand the spirit of the people. The movement of the boys were gymnastically astute and each 
pose told visual tales of the martial stock of the tribesmen. The Yoga dance slowed down the tempo because to get into a yoga pose 
required slow, measured movements by the group.
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 Musical presentations

The Chief Guest,  Mr Harsh Mander, IAS (Retd), and his wife, Mrs Dimple Mander, seen along with the Senior Vice President, members of the 
Board of Governors and other dignitaries

Mr V Selvaraj IAS (Retd), the Chairman of the Board of Governors gave the welcome address. Mr Harsh Mander’s speech reminded 
the audience that their wards were indeed fortunate to attend a premier institution such as Good Shepherd International School 
unlike the other less privileged children of our nation who are attending different types of institutions where such facilities are amiss. 
Mrs Elsamma Thomas, Senior Vice President of the school gave the vote of thanks. 

The classical dance troupe brought to life the mythology of Lord Ganesha and focused on how he got his form. The light and dark 
presentation was the apogee of the evening because it epitomized the talent, the perseverance of our students and the multicultural 
ethos of our school. The School Choir sang the School Anthem and soon the function came to a close on a high note. The school 
entertained the gathering of parents, guardians and guests with a sumptuous dinner and they retired apparently in high spirits. 

Tuesday, 16 October 2018:  Morning Programme in the Open Air Stadium  

On the 16th of October, 2018 Good Shepherd International School continued its forty-second Founder’s Day celebrations at the 
Open Air Stadium of the school. Mr Harsh Mander, IAS (Retd) and his wife, Mrs Dimple Mander arrived on time and the Chief Guest,  
Mr Harsh Mander inspected the Guard of Honour. 
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A view of the gathering of guests in the auditorium Symphony Orchestra

 Junior School Choir singing ‘Carry your Candle’

Pooja dance Middle School Choir singing ‘Mambo Italiano’

There was a robust march past by all the SCC contingents, the house battalions and the bands. The band display and the drummers’ 
call proceeded with clockwork precision and not a single tune was out of place due to the incessant rehearsals that had taken place. 
There was a dance presentation by the students of the Fernhill campus, a display of mountaineering skills by some Palada campus 
students, gymnastic maneuvers were done on the sturdy balance beams that were placed next to the pavilion. The gymnasts proved 
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Junior students presenting an action song

Welcome Address by Mr V Selvaraj, IAS (Retd) 

Tribal dance

The Chief Guest, Mr Harsh Mander, IAS (Retd), addressing the                                                                                                                                           
gathering of parents, guardians, guests, students and teachers

Yoga dance

their agility by running and launching themselves in the air and then attempting a quick dive over the beams as they skirted various 
barriers placed on the beams. Gasps of amazement escaped from the audience members as they watched the powerful acrobatics 
and overall stunning performances. Indian music ensemble sang a few songs while the Senior Vice President had a tête-à-tête with 
the Old Shepherdians at the top-level. There was the equestrian display by the avid horse riders of the school.
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The Big band playing to the tune of ‘Fly Me to the Moon’

Expression of Gratitude by the Senior Vice President

Dinner for parents and guardians in the dining hall

The Chief Guest viewing the march past of the contingents

Hand mime: The Light & Dark presentation by the junior students

Bharatnatyam dance: Gaja Mahotsav 

 Arrival of the chief guest

Inspection of the Guard of Honour
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Drummers’ Call

Dance presentation by the primary school students

March past of the flag contingent

Rappelling makes tough descend easy 

March past of the pipe band

 A student performing a somersault during the gymnastics display

Mrs Sheila Alexander, the Senior Vice Principal delivered the Welcome Address to the gathering. Mrs Dimple Mander gave away the 
special awards and prizes. Mr Harsh Mander gave the keynote address. Brigadier (Retd) Suresh Kumar, VSM averred the expression 
of gratitude. After singing the national anthem, the parents and guardians made their way to designated meeting points to pick up 
their wards for the midterm holidays. 
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Equestrian display: Mounted gymnastics

The Old Shepherdians seen along with the Senior Vice President 
and the Senior Vice Principals

Percussion ensemble:  Students playing djembe drums

A dance presentation by the students of Grade 9

 Indian music ensemble
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Good Shepherd International School – Palada Campus

Prize distribution

Brig (Retd) Suresh Kumar, Senior Vice Principal (Administration),                                                                                                                                
           delivers the expression of gratitude

Mrs Sheila Alexander, Senior Vice Principal (Academics),  delivering 
the Welcome Address

Mr Harsh Mander delivering the keynote speech

School Rankings 2018-2019

We are happy to inform you that Good Shepherd International School is ranked No.1 International Residential School in Ooty and 
Tamil Nadu, and No. 2 International Residential School in India, based on the parameter of life skills education. The school is ranked 
India’s No.1 in the parameters of Safety and Hygiene. 

This decision is according to the annual India School Rankings 2018 - 2019 survey conducted by EducationWorld in association with 
C fore, Delhi. Staff of the Delhi-based C fore has interviewed educationists, principals, teachers, parents and students in 27 cities all 
over India to prepare the sample respondents database to rate and rank the Top 1000 primary-secondary schools in India. 

Congratulations to the management, staff and students of the school!
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Smt. Nirupama Menon Rao, IFS (Retd)

Mr N Ram 

Lt Gen Amrik Singh, AVSM, SM

Special Guests at GSIS
Smt. Nirupama Menon Rao, IFS (Retd), was the chief guest 
at GSIS on the occasion of India’s 72nd Independence Day on 
Wednesday, 15 August 2018. 

Smt. Rao is a former Foreign Secretary of India (2009 – 2011). 
She was also India’s Ambassador to the United States, Peru, 
Bolivia, China and High Commissioner to Sri Lanka during her 
career. She was born in Kerala,  educated in schools in various 
parts of India and completed her university education in 
Bangalore and Aurangabad. In her retirement, Smt. Rao has 
been active on the lecture circuit visiting several universities 
and institutions of higher learning. She is a recipient of the 
Vanitha Rathnam Award bestowed by the Government of 
Kerala in February 2016.

Mr N Ram was the chief guest at GSIS on the occasion of the 
inauguration of Dr P C Thomas Initiative Trust on Friday, 24 
August 2018.
 
Mr Ram is an Indian journalist and prominent member of the 
Kasturi family. He is the Chairman of The Hindu Publishing 
Group and former Editor-in-Chief of THE HINDU newspaper. 
He has written on a range of socio-political subjects and is 
specialized in investigative journalism. He has represented 
the Tamil Nadu state cricket team in the Ranji trophy and 
was a wicket-keeper-batsman. He is a recipient of Padma 
Bhushan, Sri Lanka Ratna Award, Asian Investigative 
Journalist of the year Award, B D Goenka Award, JRD Tata 
Award and Columbia Journalism School Alumni Award.

Lt Gen Amrik Singh, AVSM, SM, is the Commandant, Defence 
Services Staff College, Wellington. Prior to this appointment, 
he was the Chief of Staff of Eastern Command. Lt Gen Amrik 
Singh was the chief guest at the Opening Ceremony of the 
11th Edition of Good Shepherd Model United Nations that 
was held at GSIS on Thursday, 13 September 2018.

Lt Gen Amrik Singh is an alumnus of St Xavier’s School, 
Ranchi, National Defence Academy, Khadakwasla and Indian 
Military Academy, Dehradun. He holds Master of Science 
(Defence Studies) and Master of Philosophy degrees. He 
has attended all prestigious courses offered by the Army, 
including the Staff Course at Defence Services Staff College, 
Wellington, Higher Command Course, Mhow and one from 
National Defence College, New Delhi.
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Colonel Ajai Shukla (Retd)

Mr Harsh Mander, IAS (Retd)

Colonel Ajai Shukla (Retd) is a commentator on strategic 
affairs and defence matters for the Business Standard, 
The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal and other 
prestigious dailies. He was also a former prime time news 
anchor for NDTV. Colonel Ajai was the chief guest at the 
Closing Ceremony of the 11th Edition of Good Shepherd 
Model United Nations that was held at GSIS on Saturday,  
15 September 2018. 

Col Shukla is an alumnus of The Lawrence School, 
Sanawar and later joined the National Defence Academy 
in Khadakwasla. He did his postgraduation from Madras 
University and then went on to do a Master’s degree in War 
Studies from King’s College, London, UK. He is from a military 
family based in Lucknow, UP. He speaks at various forums 
and establishments, including the War Colleges of the army, 
navy and air force. 

Mr Harsh Mander, IAS (Retd), formerly worked in the 
Indian Administrative Service, having been posted to 
the predominantly tribal states of Madhya Pradesh and 
Chhattisgarh for almost two decades. He is an activist who 
works with survivors of mass violence and hunger, as well 
as homeless persons and street children. He is the Director 
of the Centre for Equity Studies and a Special Commissioner 
to the Supreme Court of India in the Right to Food case. 
He is a founding member of the National Campaign for the 
People’s Right to Information. From October 1999 to March 
2004, he worked as Country Director of ActionAid India, a 
development support organization.

Mr Harsh Mander was the chief guest at the Founder’s Day 
celebrations that were held at GSIS on 15 & 16 October 2018.

Dr P C Thomas Initiative Trust
“For attractive lips, speak words of kindness.
For lovely eyes, seek out the good in people.

For a slim figure, share your food with the hungry.
For beautiful hair, let a child run his fingers through it once a day.

For poise, walk with the knowledge you’ll never walk alone.”
   

                                                                              - Sam Levenson

Mr N Ram, the veteran Indian journalist, inaugurated the Dr P C Thomas Initiative Trust on Friday, 24 August 2018. Shri N Ram, who 
was the chief guest of the occasion, lighted the ceremonial lamp and unveiled the plaque. Mr N Ram is a prominent member of the 
Kasturi family that controls The Hindu Group of publications. He was the Managing Director of The Hindu since 1977 and its Editor-
in-Chief since 27 June 2003 until 18 January 2012.
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Mr N Ram speaks at the Dr P C Thomas Initiative Trust inauguration

Mr N Ram lighting the ceremonial lamp Mr N Ram unveiling the plaque

Mr V Selvaraj, IAS (Retd), Founder Trustee, delivered the welcome address. Speaking at the inauguration ceremony,  Mr N Ram said 
that after focusing on the learning, the achievements in education, the wisdom gained from Dr Thomas’ work in several fields, he is 
of the belief that the Trust will work out its agenda broadening it a little bit beyond education to include solid waste management, 
environmental protection and so on. “The pedagogy of the Good Shepherd International School and the Good Shepherd group of 
knowledge institutions, as I understand it, springs from a deep understanding that opening the minds of high-aiming boys and girls, 
young women and young men and motivating them and educating them to be humane, compassionate, just and socially responsible 
citizens in our society, is as important as training them in the various specialized fields, the concept of holistic education and value-
based education”, Mr Ram said. Mrs Mariam Ram, Mr R Ganapathi and Mr Vijay Prabhu felicitated Dr Thomas on the occasion. 
Dr P C Thomas addressed the gathering and he thanked all for their support. The chief guest also honoured Dr P C Thomas and  
Mrs Elsamma Thomas by draping the ceremonial shawls over their shoulders. Mr K S Sripathi, IAS (Retd), Managing Trustee, delivered 
the Expression of Gratitude.    

Dr P C Thomas Initiative Trust is a not-for-profit organization constituted with the objective of diversifying a number of activities 
connected with school education and to spread awareness on a system-based good education to the children in the Nilgiris. Eminent 
and reputed citizens like M N Venkatachaliah, former Chief Justice of India, Dr M S Swaminathan, eminent agriculture scientist, and 
Dr M R Srinivasan, former Chairman of Atomic Energy Commission, are patrons of the Trust. The setting up of the Trust is necessary 
to safeguard the commitment to educational values, serve the local residents and face the challenges of contemporary times.
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A view of the gatheringMr V Selvaraj, IAS (Retd), delivering the welcome address

Felicitation by  Mr R Ganapathi  Mrs Mariam Ram felicitates Dr Thomas on the occasion

Mr N Ram, Mrs Mariam Ram, Dr P C Thomas, Mrs Elsamma Thomas and the trustees seated on the dais



13

Dr P C Thomas addressing the audienceFelicitation by  Mr Vijay Prabhu

Expression of Gratitude by Mr K S Sripathi, IAS (Retd)Mr N Ram presenting the plaque to Dr P C Thomas

A view of the audience in the auditorium during the Dr P C Thomas Initiative Trust inauguration
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Ms Khushi S V Mehta Ms Prerna Baid

Students Vaccinated against H1N1 Influenza 

Cambridge Outstanding Learner Award
Cambridge Assessment International Education has declared 
the names of the winners of the Cambridge Outstanding Learner 
Award for the March-June 2018 IGCSE Examinations. Cambridge 
Assessment International Education is a part of the University 
of Cambridge. Cambridge Assessment International Education 
prepares school students for life, helping them develop spontaneous 
thinking capability, an informed curiosity and a lasting passion for 
learning.  

Students from India produced impressive board examination results 
in 2018. 176 students have won 210 awards and a total of 62 
students have won the Top in World Award. We take great pride in 
informing you that two students of GSIS –  Ms Khushi  S V Mehta 

and Ms Prerna Baid were among the recipients of Top in Country Award. Top in Country Award recognizes students who have scored 
highest marks in India in a Cambridge IGCSE or Cambridge International AS & A-Level subject. They won the award in the subject 
– Global Perspectives. Congratulations to both of them for their hard work, commitment and impressive achievement. We also 
congratulate their parents and teachers for supporting the students and helping them succeed. 

The school offers several non-STEM subjects (subjects other than Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) as well, to help 
students in their pursuit of their chosen career. Cambridge Education supports schools and helps students to enhance their skills, 
become confident, responsible and innovative to achieve their potential.

Lunch served for the guests in the dining hallDr P C Thomas and Mrs Elsamma Thomas along with  Mr N Ram 
and  Mrs Mariam Ram

Students, staff and their dependents were administered the H1N1 influenza virus vaccine beginning from 10 November 2018 in a 
phased manner. This was just a prophylactic measure during which strict protocol was followed to prevent anyone in the campus 
from contracting the H1N1 Influenza (Swine Flu).  The letters H and N in the subtype name stand for proteins found on the surface 
of the virus, which are used to distinguish between different influenza A subtypes.
   
There is an increase in cases of H1N1 influenza cases reported in Tamil Nadu in recent times. Swine flu is a highly contagious human 
respiratory disease that causes symptoms of seasonal influenza in people. This strain of influenza A virus started in pigs. The H1N1 
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Students being given H1N1 influenza virus preventive vaccine

flu virus is made up of genes from flu viruses that normally cause influenza in pigs, birds and humans. These viruses are constantly 
changing their genes by a process called mutation to produce new strains.  

The various strains of influenza A virus infection produce the same kinds of symptoms. People may experience body aches, chills, 
cough, fatigue, fever, headache, loss of appetite and sore throat. Some people with H1N1 flu virus may develop vomiting and 
diarrhoea. The severity of symptoms can vary from mild to severe and sometimes require hospitalization. In some cases, severe 
complications such as pneumonia and respiratory failure can cause death.

The H1N1 flu virus is easily spread among people. It is believed that it is spread the same way as normal influenza. A person infected 
with H1N1 flu virus can infect others starting a day before symptoms develop and last up to 7 or more days after becoming ill. 
The virus spreads when it enters the body through the eyes, nose or mouth. The virus can spread by airborne infection. Coughing 
and sneezing release the virus into the air, and  they can be inhaled by others. An infected person can transmit the virus to doors, 
doorknobs, chairs, keyboards, mobile phones, ATM buttons, blankets, bed sheets, pillow covers and counters. A person who touches 
these surfaces with their hands and then touches their eyes, mouth or nose can become infected with the virus. One method 
of preventing the flu is by regularly cleaning and disinfecting the contaminated surfaces with a standard disinfectant. Influenza is 
generally not spread by eating food or drinking water. One must also avoid visiting crowded places like markets, marriage halls, 
cinemas, schools, colleges and patients in hospitals till the situation becomes normal. 

Workshop for Teachers of ISC English 
“They also serve who only stand and wait.”

                                                                                                                                      - John Milton

This was just one of the umpteen number of lines reflecting erudition and linguistic appropriateness that poured out from the 
highly-experienced resource person of the two-day Indian School Certificate (ISC) English workshop, Mrs Suchismita Raha. More 
than thirty-one years of teaching experience, a teacher of numerous Heads of schools all over India, one of the main advisors to the 
Council related to the subject English – these are a few interesting facts about Mrs Raha. She provided not only an overview of the 
two English papers of the ISC board, Language and Literature, but also detailed information on both the papers.

The workshop catered to the needs of twenty-two schools from Coimbatore and the Nilgiris district. As Teachers from the various 
schools came in, Mrs Raha had already built the rapport with the rest and established the ambience of an enriching sharing of 
thoughts and knowledge.

The workshop was divided into two parts: one catering to the Paper 1 – English Language and the other dealing with Paper 2 – English 
Literature. Though Mrs Raha is the advisor to the Council with regard to English Literature, she is an expert related to Paper 1 as well. 
Every aspect of the paper, the type of composition suited to a particular type of skill-set, the text-types and their format tested in the 
Directed Writing, the methods to be used for students to score in the Grammar exercise and in the three parts of the Comprehension 
exercise, informing the teachers about the renewed emphasis on ‘in your own words’, were all detailed by Mrs Raha.
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The workshop in progress 

Teachers of GSIS along with Mrs Shuchismita Raha Mrs Shuchismita Raha addressing the teachers

Teacher participants in the workshop discussing a point

Teachers from schools in Nilgiris and Coimbatore seen along with the workshop leader, Mrs Shuchismita Raha and the Senior Vice Principal, 
Mrs Sheila Alexander

The second part of the workshop, with a focus on The Tempest, Candida and the selections of poetry and short stories, saw Mrs Raha 
at her best. She pointed out the most important lines from the plays, short stories and poems. The participants of the workshop 
underwent an assessment-marking session during which they marked an annotation and an essay-type answer. Teachers, therefore, 
were made aware of the difference between an average paper and an excellent one. The workshop culminated in the sharing of the 
teachers’ personal experiences and the clearing of doubts. All promised to keep in touch with one another and share resources.
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The Nilgiri Library Debate Competition:  
The Spirit of a Democracy

Master Sriniketh Krishnan making a point at the debate competition Ms Savli Sharmila Anant presenting her case

The debating team: Master Sriniketh Krishnan and  Ms Savli Sharmila 
Anant

“A word after a word after a word is power.” 
                                                                                                                               - Margaret Atwood

The Nilgiri Library Inter School Debate Competition was held 
at the Nilgiri Library on Saturday, 17 November 2018. Two 
students of Good Shepherd International School -  Master 
Sriniketh Krishnan and Ms Savli Sharmila Anant, both of IB-
1B, took part in the competition that was held at the Nilgiri 
Library reading room in Ootacamund. The event witnessed 
keen competition as students from twenty-eight schools in 
various parts of the Nilgiris district vied for honours.  

Mr Ramakrishnan Nambiar, the Secretary of the library 
moderated the debate and the student participants were 
given a brief history of the prestigious Nilgiri library. The 
debate was on the topic, “Tourism in the Nilgiris - Boon or 
Bane?” Master Sriniketh Krishnan asserted that tourism was 
a boon while Ms Savli Sharmila Anant strongly claimed that 
tourism was a bane. There were fiery arguments with the 
introduction of the rebuttal round for the first time. It was a 
humbling evening, charged with emotions and ideas. At the 
end of the heated but interesting debate, the debating team 
of GSIS bagged the third prize. Well done!

The winners received gift certificates that the students 
could use to buy books at Higginbothams Pvt Ltd, an 
Indian bookstore chain and publisher based in the city of 
Chennai, and all participants were entitled to one year’s free 
membership of the library.
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NASA Space Camp: An attempt to promote Science, 
Engineering, Aviation and Technology

Students of GSIS seen along with the Rotarians in Decatur

“What everyone in the astronaut corps shares in common is not gender or ethnic background, but motivation, perseverance, and 
desire - the desire to participate in a voyage of discovery.”

- Ellen Ochoa

In 2006, the legendary spacecraft designer, Burt Rutan gave a polemic TED talk on the need for our youngsters to wrench 
themselves away from their cell phone and “look forward to exploration, to look forward to colonization” and then to finally aim for 
“breakthroughs” in space aviation. Rutan specifically mentioned that it is teenagers who need to be inspired to take risks in the arena 
of aviation because they will be the leaders of tomorrow.

To carry the torch of pioneering space travel forward, the Good Shepherd International School sent its students to NASA Space 
Camp like it does every year. In May 2018, twenty-three students along with three chaperones made the educational excursion from 
Ooty to Huntsville, Alabama. The students embarked on the educational tour to the United States from 25 May to 11 June 2018. 
The space camp ran from 25th May to 1st June, 2018. The space camp became a crucible to gain knowledge about concepts related 
to mathematics, engineering, science and apply it to aviation, to test their own theories about flying and finally, to tap into their 
leadership skills. During the one week camp, the students participated in a wide spectrum of space-related activities such as robotics, 
experiencing a shuttle launch in a simulation pod, STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) camp, Mars mission 
training, scuba diving, climbing the pamper pole and the rock wall. 

Lalrempuii Hmar, Form 4B, was given The Right Stuff Award in the Mach III programme, which is the highest award given to a student 
who has enrolled for the Aviation Challenge camp. Lalrempuii impressed the trainers with her quick reflexes, her leadership qualities 
and her knowledge of engineering principles.
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Our students along with the chaperones

Training to climb on the pamper pole

Students at Universal Studio’s Islands of Adventure

Underwater astronaut training in a water tank

Students during the pizza lunch organized by the Rotarians

Students at SeaWorld, Orlando

On 1st June, 2018, the students attended the Graduation Ceremony held at the Davidson Center for Space Exploration in Huntsville 
and were soon bussed to Decatur to meet the Rotarians and eat a sumptuous pizza lunch followed by dollops of ice cream.  
Mr Mark Maloney, Mrs Gay Maloney and other Rotarians met our students at the house of Mr Tab Bowling, the Mayor of Decatur. 

The students also visited various theme parks such as the Busch Gardens, SeaWorld, Universal Studios, Islands of Adventure, Aquatica 
Water Park and Magic Kingdom. Our students have always felt inspired to pursue their niche interest in space exploration. The visit 
to NASA Space Camp will one day bring about a wonderful renaissance in their thinking.

“We live in a wonderful world that is full of beauty, charm and adventure. There is no end to the adventures that we can have if 
only we seek them with our eyes open.”

-  Jawaharlal Nehru
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Good Shepherd Model United Nations 2018:  
A platform to raise different voices and opinions

Flag presentation ceremony in progress

The Good Shepherd Model United Nations (GSMUN) saw yet another year of success in learning with the theme, ‘Recognizing and 
Countering the Devolution of Mankind.’ The three-day event was inaugurated on 13th  September in the auditorium at the Palada 
Campus. Lt Gen Amrik Singh, AVSM, SM, Commandant, Defence Services Staff College, was the guest of honour for the day. He was 
accompanied by his wife, Mrs Balvinder Kaur. The assembly began with the customary presentation of the flags of various countries. 
Lt General Amrik Singh addressed the students, highlighting the issue of conflict among nations. He also addressed the questions 
posed by the students.
 
The Secretary General of the GSMUN, Master Sriniketh Krishnan declared the GSMUN 2018 open. The Deputy Secretary General 
of the GSMUN, Ms Shikha Kurien, addressed the gathering, followed by the speeches of Heads and Co-Heads of each of the 
committees: Disarmament and International Security (DISEC), Economic and Financial Council (ECOFIN), Social, Humanitarian and 
Cultural Committee (SOCHUM), Special Political and Decolonization Committee (SPECPOL), United Nations Human Rights Council 
(HRC), United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), Environmental Commission (EC) and Security Council (SC). The website of 
the GSMUN was introduced and displayed before the assembly on day one.
 
The second day of the GSMUN saw vigorous debates on resolutions in the respective committees. The reflections on the activities 
of the day were collated and published on the website www.gsmun.org.in. The third and final day saw the closing of events of the 
GSMUN. Colonel Ajai Shukla (Retd) was the chief guest of the closing ceremony on 15th September. He addressed the students and 
spoke about the realistic scenario and the workings of the United Nations. He addressed the questions posed by the students during 
the interactive sessions. The three-day GSMUN sessions proved to be exciting and stimulating for the students.



21

The chief guest, Lt Gen Amrik Singh, AVSM, SM,  addressing the 
audience

 A view of the Model General Assembly meeting

Arrival of the chief guest A warm welcome to the chief guest

The chief guest, Lt Gen Amrik Singh, AVSM, SM, and his wife, Mrs Balvinder Kaur, seen along with the Principal, Senior Vice President,  
Vice Principals and Members of the Academic Council
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Colonel Ajai Shukla (Retd) being escorted to the auditorium

Colonel Ajai Shukla (Retd) speaking to the delegates Model Security Council in progress

Model Special Political and Decolonization Committee (SPECPOL) 
in progress

Master Sriniketh Krishnan, Secretary General of GSMUN, 
addressing the audience

Model  Economic and Financial Council (ECOFIN) in progress
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GSIS Hockey Team (U-17 yrs division)

Model Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee (SOCHUM) session in progress

Inter School Hockey Tournament 2018

 Model Environmental Commission (EC) in progress Model Disarmament and International Security (DISEC) in 
progress

The Annual Inter School Hockey Tournament for boys U-17 yrs division was held at Hebron School, Ooty, from 12 November to 15 
November 2018.

In the final match, GSIS team defeated The Lawrence School, Lovedale, and emerged champions. The score was 1 – 0. Master Dibas 
Mukherjee, ISC-2B, scored the goal for GSIS. Ten schools in the Nilgiris participated in the tournament. Well done! 
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Skit by students

A warm welcome to the teachers

Dance performance of girls

Teachers’ Day Celebrations: To Teachers with Love!

“Nobody can inspire us like great teachers can. They seem to come along at just the right moment, at a time when we need them 
the most. Great teachers show us things about ourselves we can’t see. They see potential in us that others, including ourselves, 
can’t or won’t. Above all, they give us the courage to find our own way with just enough guidance to show us that the impossible 
or what we perceive as impossible is anything but that.”

-  Lee Watanabe Crockett

Teachers have been the greatest inspirations for students by guiding them to the right path, shaping their minds and instilling in 
them the indomitable curiosity to learn, by encouraging them explore and enjoy the treasure of knowledge. Today the perception 
of education has undergone quite a change and so has the teaching methods and strategies but the teacher remains the same: 
dedicated, persevering and diligent. Their purview is not only limited to books but it encompasses the teaching of real life skills, 
critical thinking, feelings for humanity and how to live in harmony in the rollercoaster world, because they are the architects of the 
future. This defines Teachers.

Every day is in fact a Teachers’ Day because she plans her work and reflects on her work; however there is a day earmarked in the 
calendar of every country called the Teachers’ Day, solely dedicated to commemorate the services of this coterie of selfless people 
– the Teachers.

International Teachers’ Day is held on 5th October. In India Teachers’ Day marks the  birth anniversary of Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, 
a great philosopher and statesman and the Second President of India. 5th September is a red-letter day in our history which marks 
the birth anniversary of Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan. This day is observed as Teachers’ Day when teachers are felicitated for their 
contribution in the field of education. 
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Girls presenting a skit

Veena recital by  Adisri Preeti Devaraj Girls presenting a dance

In GSIS, Teachers’ day is celebrated with grandeur,  as students from all sections present wonderful programmes to give their teachers 
a gift of their gratitude. This year too, like all the previous years, the children presented a wonderful programme to enthral the teaching 
community. The teachers were welcomed with beautiful bouquets as they made their grand entry into the school auditorium. It was 
really wonderful to see the students take over the charge of discipline as well as present their performances  with precision and give 
their teachers the time to sit back and enjoy the evening.

A special assembly was held in which the students paid homage to their teachers through poems, skits and speeches. The evening 
programme commenced with a brilliant speech delivered by Master Sriniketh Krishnan of IB-1B, eulogising the teachers for their 
dedication, sincerity and tireless commitment in their responsibilities towards facilitating the students in their pursuit of holistic 
education. This was followed by a poem by Master Pranav Alawadhi on ‘Teachers’.  Grade 7 boys presented a hilarious skit replicating 
a classroom scenario bringing out the teacher-student relationship. The skit portrayed the teachers’ roles in the classroom as multi-
dimensional – a teacher, facilitator, guide, philosopher, strict disciplinarian and a counsellor. The girls of Grades 7, 8 and 9 presented 
a fusion of invigorating dances based on some popular numbers. The musical presentations comprised Veena recital by Ms Adisri 
Preeti Devaraj, Counting Stars by the band Transcendence, a couple of Hindi songs sang melodiously by Ms Rishika Basak and Ms 
Adisri Preeti Devaraj, followed by the lilting Thousand Years from the movie Twilight, sung by Ms Panisra Sakulsacha, Ms Megha 
Elizebeth Stephen and Ms Fatima Dechawaleekul. There was a breathtaking hand mime presentation based on the soul-stirring song 
You raise me up. Skits were presented by Grade 10 boys and Grade 11 boys and girls followed by a song by the band Annihilation, the 
vocalist being Master Teerapat Sripiboonpanich. The melodious voices of Ms Rachel Nangrime Nengminja Sangma and Ms Gayatri 
Madan Lund rendered the song, Don’t Dream It’s Over. The last presentation was a video presentation by Grade 12 students showing 
the changes in the methodologies of learning from 2008 to 2018. The curtains came down with the vote of thanks presented by  
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Ms Yashvi Navneetbhai Vadalia, the Head Girl. It was a joyful moment for the teachers, a moment to cherish and reflect upon in 
future! We appreciate the sincerest efforts of the teachers in playing a catalytic role in the holistic development of every student.

"I have come to believe that a great teacher is a great artist and that there are as few as there are any other great artists. Teaching 
might even be the greatest of the arts since the medium is the human mind and spirit."

                                                                                          - John Steinbeck

A musical presentation 

Boys singing

Students enacting a skit

Girls dancing

Boys presenting a skit

Gayatri Madan Lund and Rachel Nangrime Nengminja Sangma                                                                                                                                           
 singing  ‘Don’t Dream It’s Over’
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Smt. Nirupama Menon Rao, IFS (Retd), 
hoisting the national flag

A view of the gathering

Celebration of India’s 72nd Independence Day
“The greatest things that have ever happened in this world, had their genesis in the wake of special relationships of rare destiny.”                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                   - Bryant McGill

The “special relationship of rare destiny” between Smt. Nirupama Menon Rao, 
retired Indian Foreign Service officer, and Good Shepherd International School was 
cemented when Smt. Rao came as the Guest of Honour for the celebration of India’s 
72nd Independence Day. 

The rare occasion of a dignitary visiting the school on this special day was marked 
by a change in the norm: the hoisting of the tricolour by Smt. Nirupama Menon 
Rao took place outside the school auditorium. The accompanying programme in 
the school auditorium commenced with the singing of India’s National Song, Vande 
Mataram by the Indian Music choir. This was followed by the Welcome Address 
delivered by Ms Eliza Elizabeth George, which reminded the audience of the setting 
up of the South Asia Symphony Foundation by Smt Rao, who strongly believes in the 
power of music to establish peace and harmony in the South-Asian region.

Ms Gayatri Madan Lund of Grade 12 addressed the gathering, pointing out the 
significance of the Day and the greatness of India, particularly her welcoming nature 
and acceptance of everybody who comes into her fold. She quoted the famous 
historian settled in India, Mr William Dalrymple, and Julia Carney, the poetess of 
‘Little Things’ to reiterate the need to follow the example set by our ancestors and 
to retain the compassionate nature of the Indian. Pride in the nation and the pledge 
of solidarity were echoed through the song Aye Watan. This rendition by the girls’ 
Indian music choir was followed by the Chief Guest’s address. Smt. Rao revealed her 
erudition and expertise in national and international affairs through her speech. The 
youth and adults alike were inspired by her pointing out the duties of a good citizen 
and the significance of the Indian Constitution. The enthusiastic singers of the Indian 
Music department then sang the song echoing the theme of carpe diem, Chhodo Kal 
Ki Batein. 

The mood of freedom and harmony was spread further when there was a musical 
soirée organized by the South Asian Symphony Foundation bringing together 
musicians from Afghanistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka and India, including our own musicians 
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Smt. Nirupama Menon Rao, IFS (Retd), delivering the Independence 
Day Address

Welcome Address by Ms Eliza Elizabeth George

Indian music choir singing ‘Aye Watan’

Expression of Gratitude by Master Devya Robin Goenka

Speech by  Ms Gayatri Madan Lund

Smt. Nirupama Menon Rao, IFS (Retd), in conversation with the                                                                                                                                              
Principal, Dr P C Thomas

as well. Eyes were moistened by stories of struggle and courage faced by many a musician who managed to excel in their musical skills 
in the face of economic and safety issues. The evening concluded with a promise of support made and empathy shown by our very 
own Principal, Dr P C Thomas. The tie between GSIS and the South Asian Symphony Foundation was forged in the fire of mellifluous 
singing and synchronized music.
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Musical presentations

A dance performance by senior girls

Students singing Students playing violin
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Training Programme for Mathematics Teachers 
held at GSIS

The resource person, Mr M V A Chandrasekhar, seen along with the teacher participants

Mr M V A Chandrasekhar talking to the teachers The Mathematics Workshop in progress

“Pure Mathematics is, in its way, the poetry of logical ideas.”
–  Albert Einstein

An ISC Mathematics Workshop for teachers working in schools in the Nilgiris and Coimbatore was held at the Palada campus of Good 
Shepherd International School on the 9th and 10th of November 2018. The workshop was conducted by Mr M V A Chandrasekhar, 
MSc, BEd, LLB, Principal, Hyderabad Public School. Mr Chandrasekhar is a Chief Examiner for ISC Board Examinations and an ISC 
workshop leader with 20 years of experience in teaching ISC Mathematics. 
 
Four teachers of the Mathematics department of GSIS – Mr S V Baskar, Mr Nishant Kushwaha, Mrs Rekha Jacqueline and Ms Mili Jay 
Sahai attended this workshop. Teachers from schools in Coonoor, Kotagiri, Coimbatore and the neighboring schools in Ootacamund 
also attended the workshop. The workshop was conducted for two days. On the first day, the changes in the syllabus were discussed 
in detail. It was followed by discussion of the design and blueprint of the ISC XI question paper. A specimen paper for grade XI was 
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Teachers attend Hindi Workshop

Teachers attending interactive sessions

Teachers taking part in the Hindi workshop Teachers of GSIS along with Dr Manju Sharma

discussed, along with its marking scheme. On the second day, the design and blueprint of the ISC XII question paper was discussed. 
Various possibilities of mark weightage for each chapter were discussed in detail. The specimen paper for the year 2018 was discussed 
along with its marking scheme. This was followed by a discussion on the May 2018 board examination paper and its marking scheme. 
Mr M V A Chandrasekhar mentioned that in the examiners’ meeting the mark allotment for every question will be discussed along 
with the changes/modifications necessary to mark different methods of answering. Similar discussions were held in which teacher 
participants shared their ideas of modifications/adjustments that could be made so that all learners would benefit. The workshop 
concluded with the teacher participants raising their queries which were promptly answered by Mr Chandrasekhar.

A one-day workshop was held for Hindi facilitators at Hotel Preethi Classic Towers, Ooty, on Friday, 26 October 2018. The workshop 
was organized by Madhubun Educational Books, a leading publisher of school books. Around 50 teachers from twenty-five schools 
in the Nilgiris participated in the workshop. Four Hindi faculty members of GSIS – Mr K Vijayakumar, Mrs Beena Manoj, Ms Poonam 
Saklani and Mrs Dola Dutta attended the workshop.  

Dr Manju Sharma, MA, BEd, MPhil, PhD, the resource person, highlighted the process of language learning, teaching methodology 
and pedagogy. She advised the faculty to adopt new methods to teach Hindi according to the standard of the child. She elaborated 
on how technology can be used to learn Hindi. She stressed that, in junior classes, teaching effective language skills is more important 
than completing the whole content of the textbook. According to her, peer learning is a good educational practice in class to attain 
educational goals. She is of the view that listening to Hindi news channels and audio-visual recordings will help students learn Hindi 
better. 
  
Dr Manju Sharma, the current Head of Hindi Department in Chirec Public School in Hyderabad, is also an IBDP faculty member. 
She writes articles in newspapers and educational magazines. She is also the author of several academic textbooks and recipient of 
several awards, including Acharya Devo Bhava Award, as a recognition of her outstanding service. She has conducted international 
workshops in Mauritius and Singapore. The teachers found the whole academic exercise very useful and are looking forward to 
attend more such workshops. 
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Teachers presenting pooja dance paying homage to the 
guardian deities

High School teachers performing ‘Dandiya Raas’

Teachers’ Choir singing the School Prayer Song

Children’s Day Celebrations: 
Teachers electrify the festive air!

Teaching is a vocation and is much unlike the other profession. When a child steps into a school, it becomes the child’s second home.  
Helping the child practise new routines, introducing the child to the school staff and the environment are helpful steps that ensure 
that everything goes smoothly at school. The hands that hold them thereafter become the hands that mould and nurture them. The 
special bond which ties the teacher and the child is unparallel. Just as the child looks forward to the Children’s Day, in the same way, 
the teachers wait for the day to shower their students with love. 

Children's Day is celebrated each year on November 14 in India as a tribute to the country's first Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. 
Jawaharlal Nehru was born this day, that is November 14, in 1889. Nehru was known for his love for children which is why his birthday 
on November 14 is celebrated each year as Children's Day.

On Wednesday, 14 November 2018, the teachers took the stage and children sat back and enjoyed. It was an event to behold. The 
teachers leading the prayer and the prayer songs and then swaying to melodies charged the atmosphere with squeals of delight. 
Each curtain fall made the children wait for more with bated breath. Each exhilarating event was punctuated with Mr Kalyan Ram’s 
entertaining anchoring. How time flew! Hours passed by but when hunger pangs reminded us that something greater was waiting for 
us, teachers promptly changed their roles and from entertaining parents became caring mothers.
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Teachers performing a Mauritian dance Ms Noelia Grasa Urosa singing ‘Toxicity’, a hit song of the popular                                                                                                                                          
 rock band, ‘System of a Down’

Middle School teachers performing a fusion dance Teachers performing ‘Shiva Thandavam’ 

Dorm parents singing ‘Que Sera, Sera’ 

The warm and the sunny day, with the sun smiling on the blessed children, was inviting all of us. The aroma of each dish prepared 
and served by the teachers was as inviting as the honey to the bees. In no time they made a beeline for their favourite stalls and ate 
to their hearts’ content. From the mouth-watering momos to the sizzling dosas or the pepped-up omelettes to the spicy pani-puris or 
the thrilling games zone to the cool-cool corner of desserts, no stall saw a dull moment. 
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Music teachers playing classical music 

Girls presenting a skit Teachers dancing to the tune of Hindi music

Music teachers playing the bagpipes

GSFS girls enacting a skit

The students, well satiated, waited at the gallery for the surprise of the lucky draw. After the cheers died down, each one walked 
towards their dorm with light feet and a heavy heart. The day has come to an end. They may forget what the teacher says in the class 
but they will never forget how the teacher makes them feel.
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Students participating in fun games

Students enjoying a sumptuous buffet lunch during the food festival organized on Children’s Day 

Putting Henna Mehndi designs on the palm and forearms Playing Kabaddi

“A child can always teach an adult three things: to be happy for no reason, to be always busy with something and know how to 
demand with all his might what you want.”

–  Paulo Coelho
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A Day to Celebrate Hindi

Junior students of the Fernhill Campus performing action songs

A prayer song Master Aman Goyal of Grade 8 delivering the welcome speech

The students and staff of Good Shepherd International School celebrated Hindi Diwas early on 10 September 2018 in the school 
auditorium as a mark of acknowledgement of Hindi as an official national language of India and celebrate the popularity of Hindi. The 
Constituent Assembly adopted and approved Hindi language, written in Devnagari script, as an official language of the Republic of 
India on 14 September 1949. Hindi Diwas is an annual day celebrated on 14 September. 

The celebration commenced with a prayer song by Grade 10 girls followed by the lighting of lamps. Master Aman Goyal of Grade 
8 delivered the welcome speech and then the students of Grade 8 mesmerized the audience with a song. Later, the students of 
Grade 9 performed an enthusiastic dance to the tune of a patriotic song. The Head Boy, Master Prabhraj Singh Bhatia, spoke on the 
importance of Hindi and the cultural values of India. The cute little toddlers of the Fernhill campus enthusiastically presented some 
riddles in the form of songs and then amused us with a dance on different patriotic songs.

Mr Rakesh Kabra, our Accounts teacher, a man of vigour and passion, was our chief guest for the occasion. He motivated us that 
we should be proud of our national language and that we should learn to speak Hindi in public domain without any hesitation. His 
address was followed by a skit performed by the FM I students on ‘Our Father of the Nation’, Mahatma Gandhi, to recollect his great 
deeds. Then the Grade 12 students surprised us by performing a robotic dance based on the tunes of Bollywood songs, which were 
very entertaining. The Grade 9 girls and boys then presented a street play, Nukkad, that aimed to spread awareness on cleanliness. 
It was unique and grabbed attention of the audience with its humour, song and quick movements. The teachers also contributed 
by singing and giving their wholehearted speeches in Hindi. To bring the curtain down, Master Pratyaksh Deepak Saraf of Grade 8 
delivered the expression of gratitude. The emcees for the event also thanked the special invitees and the chief guest. The programme 
ended with the rendition of the national anthem.

- Ms Arushi Saraf, 9A
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Mr Rakesh Kabra, Accounts teacher at GSIS, addressing the 
audience

Our students dancing to the tunes of Hindi songs

Students putting up a presentation

Students presenting a skit

Expression of Gratitude by  Master Pratyaksh Deepak Saraf
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Address by Mrs Sheila Alexander, Senior Vice Principal 
(Academics) 

Mr Sumanto Dutta briefing on Staff Guidelines

Orientation Programme for Staff: Reflect and Reorient

The Orientation Programme in progress

The academic year 2018-2019 was greeted by the annual rainfall season robustly but it was the avidity of the staff, both incoming 
and existing, that defined the mood in the auditorium during the orientation programme. The programme’s first note came from 
Mrs Sheila Alexander, Senior Vice Principal (Academics), who focused keenly on the school motto: Truth, Trust and Triumph, as it 
progresses in its journey of learning and improvement. 

The newly inducted staff, fittingly introduced themselves to the community by way of a formal introduction before the teachers, were 
led through the many session slated for the day. The Staff Guidelines and Directives, that formally state the code of conduct of the 
residential duties of a Good Shepherd International School staff were laid out and explained for the smooth functioning of the school 
by Mr Sumanto Dutta, Ms Ela Singh, Mr Sunil Kumar Pusluri  and Ms Grace Sarah Knight. 

Post tea break was the address by the Founder-Principal, Dr P C Thomas, who thanked the teachers for their due diligence in the 
performance of duties and their role in the school being awarded the No. 1 International School by the EducationWorld. He lay 
special emphasis on ‘raising the bar’ in all facets of the school community. His note elaborated upon the crucial responsibility upon 
the teachers, which decided the fate and future of the country and the school’s aim to produce global citizens. 

The school’s aim to constantly upgrade itself in the dynamic learning environment of the 21st Century is actualized in the form of 
several accreditation and review processes that it takes up regularly. Given the imminent CIS and NEASC evaluation joint visit, sessions 
concerning the Child Protection Policy were conducted to orient our understanding of the same, in line with the UN Conventions on 
Child Rights. It was taken by Mrs Mary Mohan Varghese and Mrs Sibi Gladys Thomas. 
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Introduction by the new staff members

The Principal, Dr P C Thomas, addressing the staff members The Senior Vice Principal (Administration), Brig Suresh Kumar 
(Retd), addressing the staff members

The sessions post lunch focused on the upcoming academic considerations: the distribution of teachers’ personal time tables and the 
meetings with their respective coordinators. Post the meetings with the coordinators, the teaching community came together once 
again in the Mowbray Hall to be addressed by Senior Vice Principal (Administration), Brig Suresh Kumar, briefing the community on 
punctuality, cleanliness in school and quarters and the importance of enhancing oneself in the teaching profession. Following this 
session was a short note by  Mr Ramasubramaniam who touched upon various aspects of Income Tax Returns and the importance 
of observing the deadline for the same.  

The day came to a close with an Open Forum by of the Senior Management Team: Principal, Dr P C Thomas, Senior Vice President, 
Mrs Elsamma Thomas, Senior Vice Principal (Academics), Mrs Sheila Alexander and Senior Vice Principal (Administration) Brigadier 
Suresh, to address any areas of concern by the teaching community. The day rounded off with tea and the teachers looking forward 
to another academic year, replete with academic challenges and professional enrichment.
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Academic and co-curricular staff An interactive session

Chartered Accountant Mr Ramasubramaniam, talking about filing 
of income tax returns

A view of the participants

An open forum



41

An interactive session in progress

The teacher trainees seen along with the resource person, Mrs S Pallavi

A Science Workshop for Professional Advancement

A Professional Advancement Science workshop was held in Nahar Hotel, Ooty, on Saturday, 24 November 2018. The workshop 
was organized for science teachers in Nilgiris by Indiannica Learning Private Limited, a subsidiary of Navneet Education Limited. 
Indiannica Learning has a legacy of over 20 years in the field of education as a pioneering learning solutions company and they have 
developed innovative learning solutions for learners of all ages. Indiannica Learning has been a pioneer in creating products that 
foster exploratory learning through solutions that nurture curiosity and critical thinking in learners. The company continuously strives 
to develop and innovate learning solutions and pursue their mission of enriching learning experiences of all learners they connect 
with. Their vision is to become the most trusted learning solutions company. 

Mrs S Pallavi, Product Manager at Indiannica Learning, was the resource person. The workshop focused on the new trends in 
education and inculcating 21st century skills in the learners. The other topics discussed were the Edgar Dale’s Collective Learning and 
Kolb’s Experiential Learning Model. The session also threw light on the importance of promoting scientific temperament in learners. 
Two teachers, Mr Praveen Chellappan and Ms Ragin Benny from Good Shepherd International School participated in the workshop.
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GSFS girls singing

A dance presentation

Students of High School presenting a skit

Girls presenting a fashion show

‘French Day’ Celebrated at GSIS 

Action song by junior students 

Students celebrated French Day at Good Shepherd International School on Friday, 16 November 2018, in accordance with the mission 
of Institut Français India, New Delhi, which is to celebrate French culture and its ethos.

The Chief Guest for the event was Mr Ajith P Jacob, Director of Activities in the school. Students who are learning French from 
Grades 3 to 12 in the school presented skits, dances and enthusiastically participated in a cultural programme that was held in 
the auditorium on the occasion. They also sang songs and presented action songs during the programme. Even the young ladies 
of the Good Shepherd Finishing School actively joined in the programme. The programme ended with a vote of thanks. The active 
participation of the students made the event a grand success.
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Charity Trip to Maranatha Children’s Home

Our students seen along with the children in Maranatha Children’s Home

 Junior students distributing books  Students interacting with the children in Maranatha Children’s Home

GSIS and its students are exceptionally generous in their support for a myriad of charities. Our children also really do gain so much 
from these experiences. Twenty-one students of Grade 5 visited Maranatha Children’s Home in Ooty on Saturday, 15 September 
2018. The Home looks after destitute children and orphans irrespective of caste, creed, colour and religion. The Children’s Home 
provides parental care to these children, helps them to build confidence in themselves and get a formal education so that one day 
they should become a means of blessing to many and live as useful citizens with dignity. 

Over 24 children living in this orphanage welcomed our junior students and they interacted with each other. Our students entertained 
the children with their dance performances. They distributed cookies, cake, books, other stationery and the rockets they made for 
the children. The students danced with the children and later took a group photo with them. Our students had mixed emotions after 
the trip and requested for another charity trip. The students expressed that when they would grow up they will do their best to 
develop this Home and help the children. Your initiative and drive for such a worthwhile cause was wonderful! Also, a big thank you 
to all the students and staff for their help and enthusiasm.

“Charity is injurious unless it helps the recipient to become independent of it.”
- John D Rockefeller
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Nilgiris District Table Tennis Tournament

Master M Kevin Vijay, holding the 
trophy and certificate, seen along 

with his coach

The GSIS table tennis team that participated in the tournament

Master M Kevin Vijay: U-12 
First prize

Master Nirmit Agarwal: U-14 & U-16 
Third place

Master Manthan Atul Thakkar: U-16 
Fourth place

The Nilgiris District Table Tennis Tournament was held at the Cordite Factory Recreation Club, Aruvankadu, on Saturday, 27 October 
2018, under the aegis of the Nilgiris Table Tennis Association (NTTA). The students of GSIS whose names are mentioned in the table 
shown below have won the following places in the tournament:

Name of student Class Category Place
M Kevin Vijay 7B Cadet singles (U-12) First prize               

Nirmit Agarwal FM-1C Sub-junior singles (U-14) Third place
Nirmit Agarwal FM-1C Junior singles (U-16) Third place

Manthan Atul Thakkar FM-1C Junior singles (U-16) Fourth place
 

Well done!
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Master Shreyaan Jain receiving the trophy  GSIS boys’ sub-junior Table Tennis team

Master Shreyaan Jain Master Uddhav Beriwala

The Nilgiris District Table Tennis Tournament for sub-junior boys was held at the YMCA, Ooty, on 17 November 2018 under the aegis 
of the Nilgiris Table Tennis Association (NTTA). The following students of GSIS have won places as mentioned in the table shown 
below:

Name of student Class Category Place
Shreyaan Jain FM-3D Sub-junior boys Second place

Uddhav Beriwala 9B Sub-junior boys Third place

Well done!
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GOOD SHEPHERD FINISHING SCHOOL
Debate Competition

“Calm, open debate and logical thought drive strength to its maximum effectiveness.’’ 
-  Billy Corgan

First place: Ms Shruti Jain Second place: Ms Akansha Kochar Third place: Ms Neha Eliza Wilfred

Not all conversation becomes effective communication. Effective communication is more than talking. In other words, just because 
one can talk, it doesn’t mean one can communicate. You will be able to influence the behaviour of others by speaking effectively. 
Communication is a learned skill, just like riding a bike. One can become a very effective communicator with the right training and 
more practice. 

The young and vibrant ladies pursuing the 3 months’ programme presented their eloquent communication skills during the debate 
competition that was held at the Good Shepherd Finishing School on 27 September 2018.

All the participants spoke with confidence, poise and grace. They were well informed and had read extensively about the topic :  
‘Do you think life is better off because of social media or worse?’ The competition was very interesting and the contestants tried 
their best to prove their points. It was a very close competition among the participants. Ms Shruti Jain exhibited her oratory skills 
and bagged the first position in the competition, while Ms Akansha Kochar secured the second position and Ms Neha Eliza Wilfred 
clinched the third position. Well done!

It was a very informative event as the contestants gave a lot of factual information and used the examples from the latest happenings 
around the world. It was very delightful to see the competitive spirit among all the contestants.

Fruit & Vegetable Carving Competition 
Fruit and Vegetable Carving is the art of carving fruits and vegetables to form beautiful objects such as flowers, birds or animals. 
Skillfully cutting, carving and arranging fruits and vegetables on the dining table is an amazing art that add that final appeal to make 
the dishes delightful and appetizing to eat. Fruits and vegetables carved in this way are perfectly edible if correctly prepared for 
consumption, and they are often used as a garnish on a plate. When decorated on the table on occasions and festivities, it increases 
the appeal of a prepared dish. Special knives are used in this valuable skill and this practice requires skill and technique.
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Best Creativity:  Team Excellence

Best Presentation:  Team Emancipation
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Best Perfection: Team Elegance

The people of Japan have turned it into an art form. This ancient Japanese practice, known as mukimono, emphasises on the artistic 
aspect of chopping fruits and vegetables, where artists carve unusual shapes and elaborate designs on watermelons, pumpkins, 
cucumbers, ash gourds, apples, pineapples, carrots and anything edible. The Japanese tried to please their gods by carving mythical 
shapes and objects after their conquests and victories in battles. This form of art is also a significant  part of Thailand’s historical past 
and has conquered the world as an exemplary form of art. Chefs worldwide use it to improve the presentation of their food.

The young ladies of the 9 months’ batch exhibited their creative skills during the Fruit and Vegetable Carving Competition that was 
held at the Good Shepherd Finishing School on 07 October 2018. The girls displayed good team spirit and the event encouraged them 
to think out of the box. The following teams were declared the winners according to the criterion mentioned against each:  

Best Creativity        :      Team Excellence
Best Presentation   :      Team Emancipation
Best Perfection       :      Team Elegance
Well done!

Season’s Greetings
for a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year


